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P O W E R  O F  P A R T N E R S H I P

“One caring adult can change a student’s life. When a community of 
caring adults comes together, the impact echoes far beyond one student. 
It reaches a whole family, a whole school and a whole community. Thank 
you to Kiawah Cares and the Kiawah community for not just being one 

caring adult, but for being many.”

Jamie Cooper
Executive Director, Communities In Schools

“I am grateful for the work that Kiawah Cares has done for me. The words 
‘thank you’ pale in comparison to the gratitude that my heart feels.” 

 
Sea Island Resident



WHO WE ARE
Kiawah Cares is a community outreach program 
coordinated by the Kiawah Island Community 
Association. The initiative began in 2010 and 
formally launched in July 2012 as a coordinated 
way to establish community partnerships, give 
back to the community and to help improve the 
overall quality of life of our nearest neighbors 
on the Sea Islands. In 2014, the Kiawah Cares 
Foundation received 501(c)3 status. Our fiscal 
year is July 1 - June 30.

Our mission: Kiawah Cares works to improve 
the quality of life of our Sea Island neighbors 
through community partnerships.

Our vision: Kiawah Cares partners with 
charitable organizations, churches, schools 
and businesses to address social issues such 
as education, employment, health, housing, 
transportation, exposure to arts and recreation, 
and the needs of seniors and veterans. We will 
contribute time, knowledge and financial support, 
serving as volunteers, mentors, advisors and 
sponsors in numerous opportunities throughout 
the community.

WHO WE HELP
True to our mission, Kiawah Cares focuses on 
helping our closest Sea Islands neighbors: Johns 
and Wadmalaw islands. Our greatest focus is 
on education and student support services.

Kiawah Island is blessed with resources. We 
cannot ignore the social issues experienced 
by our neighboring communities, who face 
the same struggles as many rural communities 
around the country. Kiawah Cares has created 
a unique community partnership model to 
create ongoing opportunities for caring, 
collaboration and fellowship. We join together 
as a community to create positive impact.



COMPASSIONATE SUPPORT FOR OUR NEIGHBORS

Sea Island residents struggle with the burdens of rural poverty every day. The Kiawah Cares Foundation (KCF) 
aims to eliminate these burdens by supporting educational, enrichment and humanitarian efforts for children, 

seniors and families on Johns and Wadmalaw islands.

The programs that Kiawah Cares supports all come from the same root: the desire to enable our neighbors to thrive. 

From July 1, 2015 through June 30, 2016:

• Kiawah volunteers gave 854 hours of time to our programs.   

• Through donations and direct sponsorships, $108,843 was raised to support 
needs within our Sea Island community.    

From July 1, 2016 through June 30, 2017:

• Kiawah volunteers gave 969 hours of time to our programs.

• Through donations and direct sponsorships, $173,856 was raised to support 
needs within our Sea Island community.  

*Note: Figures have been rounded.       

OUR WORK
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From 2015 through 2017, Kiawah Cares supported a number of initiatives and 
programs on the Sea Islands. Though the focus during this time was education, 
support also went to community enrichment and humanitarian efforts. View complete
financial information by visiting kiawahcares.org/form990.
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FOCUS ON EDUCATION
Kiawah Cares is firmly committed to the role that education plays in improving the lives of our neighbors. Since 
2015, education support has been guided into two important categories: literacy and student support services.

Literacy is arguably the most important skill a student can possess. Illiteracy is both a cause and consequence 
of poverty, and children on the Sea Islands suffer disproportionately. In recognition of this issue, literacy has 
been a primary focus for Kiawah Cares.

In the aftermath of the Mother Emanuel shooting in 2015, members rallied to support the families affected by 
this tragic event. 2015-16 literacy support included a substantial gift to the Reverend Pinckney Scholarship Fund.

Through 2016’s Kiawah Giving Month, members funded the groundbreaking Angel Oak Elementary School 
Summer Reading and Math Program. This program fought summer learning loss in students, enabling them 
to stay on-track for the following school year. 

Begin With Books (BWB) fills an important niche in the fight for literacy, reaching children before they 
enter school. This is crucial, as research shows that disparities between higher- and lower-income children 
become evident as early as 18 months. With support from Kiawah Cares, BWB mails age-appropriate 
reading material to all eligible Sea Island children, from birth to age 5.

Reading Partners is one of Kiawah’s Cares’ most popular partnerships, enabling members to connect with 
students on a one-on-one basis. 86% of students in Sea Island schools read below grade level, but our 
committed Reading Partners help teach a child how to read in as little as one hour a week – unlocking a 
skill that is the foundation for all future learning and success.

Student Support Services encompasses ancillary learning needs, from uniforms to direct support of Kiawah 
Women’s Foundation’s Backpack Buddies program. These services ensure that children can focus on learning. 
Kiawah Cares works directly with partner programs and schools to provide this support.

Communities In Schools (CIS) was one of two recipients of 2017’s Kiawah Giving Month fundraiser. The 
student support program addresses behavioral, developmental and emotional risk factors that influence 
a child’s academic success. The program boasts incredible results, with 98% of case-managed at-risk 
students graduating or being promoted on time.

Kiawah Island Women’s Foundation (KWF) - A 100% volunteer organization, with funds dedicated to 
projects that provide food for hungry children. KWF’s primary outreach program is a weekend food 
program called Backpack Buddies, which helps meet the needs of children who may otherwise lack access 
to adequate nutrition.



FOCUS ON ENRICHMENT
Kiawah Cares’ enrichment support provides cultural and companionship experiences for Sea Island adults and 
children, ranging from field trips and art programs to comfort items. 

Kiawah Cares Made With Love (KCMWL) supporters care about 
the Sea Islands and show it by giving time, handmade crafts 
and compassionate support to the most-often overlooked 
demographics: children and seniors. These volunteers 
lead their own initiative and create handcrafted blankets, 
pillows and toiletry kits for our neighbors in need. In its 
very first season, KCMWL distributed a total of nearly 250 
blankets, 14 pillows, and more than 175 toiletry kits. Major 
beneficiaries were Angel Oak and Frierson elementary 
schools and Our Lady of Mercy Outreach. Through this 
quiet act of nurturing, our neighbors could feel a warmth 
that spoke volumes.

Kiawah Cares once again sponsored Angel Oak Elementary 
School’s fifth grade trip to the Barrier Island Environmental 
Education Program on Seabrook Island, ensuring that all 
eligible students were able to attend regardless of financial 
constraints. The students had a great time learning about 
the ecosystem of their environment. The 2016 program was 
funded in partnership with the Best Friend’s Fund (BFF). 
Many thanks to BFF for their support of this and other 
important Kiawah Cares programs.

Kiawah Cares sponsored a Barrier Islands Little League (BILL) team, the Kiawah Cares Bobcats, for the 
2017 season. The t-ball team consisted of Johns Island boys and girls, ages 4-7. BILL works hard to instill the 
values of good sportsmanship, honesty, loyalty, courage and respect for authority in players, and hopes to 
contribute to a community of strong, happy and well-adjusted children. Barrier Islands Little League is devoted 
to fair play and sportsmanship.

A Shore Thing: Youth Beach Day is an annual favorite with volunteers and students, offering a day of learning 
and recreation on Kiawah’s pristine beach. Each year, students learn about local wildlife from KICA biologists 
before venturing out to the ocean. Most importantly, the one-to-one chaperone/child ratio ensures that each 
student benefits from a role model to whom they may not otherwise have access. 



FOCUS ON HUMANITARIAN EFFORTS
Kiawah Cares supports humanitarian efforts that respect the dignity and advance the wellbeing of Sea Island 
residents. These programs confront important issues, such as housing insecurity, unemployment and disaster relief. 

When an EF-2 tornado cut a path through 
Johns Island on Sept. 25, 2015, Kiawah Cares 
volunteers were there to help. Not only did 
members participate in a clean-up event, but 
they gave over $7,000 to help repair several 
damaged properties on Brownswood Road. 

Hurricane Matthew ravaged Camp Ho Non Wah, 
a Boy Scout camp and important community 
center on Wadmalaw Island, toppling trees onto 
buildings and damaging docks with high water, 
waves and winds. Kiawah Cares hoped to raise 
half the $10,000 needed to fund repairs, but 
members gave an incredible $11,895 to rebuild 
this treasured location.

Poverty has left many Sea Island homes in states 
of disrepair but still inhabited by families and 
seniors. Kiawah Cares partner Community Home 
Improvement Program (CHIP Ministry) led the 
charge against substandard living conditions. 
CHIP Ministry was a recipient of 2017’s Kiawah 
Giving Month funding, and was able to make 
more than a dozen homes habitable again for 
Sea Island residents, primarily seniors.

Next Steps Johns Island is a 100% volunteer-
based mentoring ministry that promotes 
change, dignity, and self-reliance for our 
neighbors living in emotional, physical, and/
or spiritual poverty. Next Steps is a “self-help, 
hand-up” program. Kiawah Cares’ financial 
commitment to this program went toward 
aiding participants with license renewals and 
other employment related items, enabling 
these individuals to better their lives.

Charleston Area Therapeutic Riding improves 
the lives of children and adults with disabilities 
at the area’s oldest nationally accredited 
therapeutic horseback riding center. Riding 
and interacting with horses promotes social, 
communicative and cognitive progress. Kiawah 
Cares is delighted to continue its support of 
this important program, which also serves 
wounded veterans.



BECOME A PARTNER
We invite you to partner with Kiawah Cares in 2018. 

Kiawah Cares provides the following support to our partner 
organizations:

• Sponsorships
• Volunteers
• Assistance With Event Promotion
• Support to Fill the Gap of Needed Resources
• In-kind Support 

 
We match individuals, programs and nonprofits with each other 
and area businesses to create a community that connects, partners 
and helps one another.

Our partnerships and programs support a variety of social 
causes, including education, health care, hunger, homelessness, 
farmers, employment opportunities, veterans, senior citizens, 
environmental preservation and more.

To request assistance from Kiawah Cares, or to learn more, visit 
kiawahcares.org. 

OUR SUPPORTERS

Best Friends Fund
Kelly Family Foundation

Phillip L. Van Every Foundation

COMMUNITY CATALYST

The important work Kiawah Cares accomplishes on the Sea Islands is only possible due to our generous supporters. 
We are so grateful for all you do to improve the lives of our neighbors. 

COMMUNITY CHAMPION

Larry and Sarah Barden 
Norman and Beverly Black

Paul G. Broder
Broder Family Foundation 

Budnick Family Collection featuring  
the photography of Susan Budnick 

Companion Foundation/Roger Jones
Stephen and Jane Payne 
Ziegler Family Foundation 

David and Barbara Singer/Schwab Charitable 
Gregory and Kathryn Thompson

Linda Keithan Fein 
John Skolds 

Joseph Guyaux, Highmark Health
Timbers Kiawah Development, LLC

COMMUNITY BENEFACTOR

FORCE FOR CHANGE

Anderson Family Charitable Foundation
Marc Groothaert 

Paul Haklisch 
Sylvia Kinney

Charles and Brenda Larsen
George and Wandra Mackie/ 
Foundation for the Carolinas 

Bruce Stemerman

FOR A COMPLETE LIST OF KIAWAH CARES’ SUPPORTERS, VISIT KIAWAHCARES.ORG/SUPPORTERS. 



On a daily basis, our neighbors on Johns and Wadmalaw islands are faced with rural poverty and 
isolation from resources. Year after year, you advocate, volunteer and give to improve the lives of 
these families and individuals who are so often overlooked.

Your contributions to Kiawah Cares gave students and pre-school children the chance to begin a new 
cycle of success, breaking away from intergenerational poverty. Your passion for education touched 
the lives of many Sea Island students.

Other gifts helped make homes safe for residents once again with the help of partner program CHIP 
Ministry. You continued to connect neighbors with resources through the Kiawah Cares network of 
partners, lifting quality of life one family at a time.

You can help inspire even more change on the Sea Islands by making a gift at kiawahcares.org. You 
have done so much - let’s do even more in 2018!

SUPPORT THE SEA ISLANDS
- MAKE A GIFT TODAY -

Visit kiawahcares.org to Make a Gift Online!
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