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P O W E R  O F  P A R T N E R S H I P

“They brought volunteers, 
but most of all, they 

brought love.” 

Pastor Mary Stoney 
LRP Ministries

“Working with people 
who are so passionate 
about the welfare of 

their community is truly a 
blessing.” 

Debra Razzouk
Kiawah Cares Volunteer



WHO WE ARE
Kiawah Cares is a community outreach program 
coordinated by the Kiawah Island Community 
Association. The initiative began in 2010 and 
formally launched in July 2012 as a coordinated 
way to establish community partnerships, give 
back to the community and to help improve the 
overall quality of life of our nearest neighbors on 
the Sea Islands.

Supported by Kiawah Island property owners, 
Kiawah Cares partners with service organizations, 
churches, schools and businesses on Johns and 
Wadmalaw islands to address social issues and to 
seek out opportunities to come together in a true 
spirit of community.

Property owners, who are also members of the 
Kiawah Island Community Association, contribute 
time, knowledge and financial support, serving 
as volunteers, mentors, advisors and sponsors in 
numerous opportunities throughout the community.

WHO WE HELP
Kiawah Cares focuses on helping our closest Sea 
Islands neighbors: Johns Island and Wadmalaw 
Island. 

Kiawah and Seabrook islands are blessed with 
resources. We cannot ignore the social issues 
experienced by our neighboring communities, who 
face the same struggles as many rural communities 
around the country. Kiawah Cares has created 
a unique community partnership model to open 
ongoing opportunities for caring, collaboration 
and fellowship. We join together as a community 
to create positive impact.



The sponsorship of the Haut Gap Middle School Science Team to enable 
them to compete for the first time in the Regional Science Bowl. There 
they beat out 13 other middle school teams to win the competition and 
move on to nationals.

The collection of hundreds of pounds of garbage along eight miles of 
Main Road to restore natural beauty to our community.

The promotion of the Lowcountry Open Land Trust’s Angel Oak Preserve 
campaign, which protects the 34 acres surrounding the treasured Angel 
Oak Tree, resulting in $116,000 in donations that were attributed to 
Kiawah and Seabrook island residents. 

The coordination of an emergency food drive resulting in 900 cans 
of donated food, or hundreds of meals, for the Stono Baptist Blessing 
Basket, in just three days.

A children’s coat drive resulting in warm coats for 50 local children. 

Support of the St. John’s High School athletic program via sponsorships.

The giving of Christmas gifts for over 63 Sea Islands children through 
the Kiawah Giving Tree. 

The coordination of a special educational program for Our Lady of 
Mercy’s “Yes, I Can” campers at the Kiawah Cares Annual Beach Day.

The mentorship or tutoring of numerous students attending school on 
Johns and Wadmalaw islands.

The donation of seven modular office units to Sea Island nonprofits 
serving the community.

The donation of warm clothing, blankets, heaters, home furnishings 
and lawn equipment to a variety of community residents in need.

The sponsorship of YES Carolina’s first Sea Islands Adult Biz Camp, 
which taught 18 unemployed/underemployed adults how to write 
a business plan for their micro-business with the long-term goal of 
helping them generate income and secure jobs.

OUR WORK
In 2013, Kiawah Cares was directly involved with 41 programs on the Sea Islands, 
partnering with 22 community organizations and 11 businesses. 216 Kiawah volunteers 
gave 448 hours of time to our programs. More than $200,000 was raised for various 
causes within our Sea Islands community. Nearly 4,000 Sea Islands residents were 
positively impacted. 

SOME OF KIAWAH CARES’ 2013 PROGRAMS INCLUDED:



PARTNER SPOTLIGHTS
ANGEL OAK ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

COMMUNITIES IN SCHOOLS PLEDGE MATCH

Kiawah Cares selected Angel Oak Elementary School as a primary 
partner for the 2013-14 school year. Over 86% of students live in 
poverty, resulting in issues ranging from the inability to afford a school 
uniform or supplies to academic struggles. Science scores have been 
at nearly half of the state average.

Kiawah Cares’ largest initiative with Angel Oak was the Adopt an 
Owl program where KICA members could give a student a uniform, 
school supplies and meals to take home each weekend through a 
backpack buddy program called Owl Packs (conducted by KC partner 
the Kiawah Women’s Group) with a sponsorship of $200 per child. 
This program has been a wonderful success, as 51 children were 
sponsored for the school year. Kiawah Women’s Group and Kiawah 
Cares continue working to raise funds for the Owl Packs and hope to 
eventually expand the program to additional schools.

Kiawah Cares has formed a relationship with Communities In Schools (CIS), which partners with 
public schools (including those on the Sea Islands) to support the basic and behavioral needs that 
allow children to learn and teachers to teach. In late 2013, CIS received a pledge from a committed 
couple from Kiawah Island who promised to match any donation up to $100,000 throughout 2014. 
The pledge, which is the largest from an individual in the organization’s 25-year history, could raise 
up to $200,000 for CIS. Due to our desire to see the direct, positive impact on our Sea Islands 
schools and students, Kiawah Cares will be advocating for this meet-the-match challenge. To learn 
more about the CIS challenge, or to make a donation, visit cischarleston.org. 

HAUT GAP MIDDLE SCHOOL

In 2008, Haut Gap Middle School was considered an “at-risk” school by the state of South Carolina. 
Since then, a dramatic transformation has occurred, and the school was granted it’s first “good” 
rating in 2011. Kiawah Cares is dedicated to helping Haut Gap stay on this successful path. 

Kiawah Cares teamed up with Haut Gap (“haut gap” translates to “safe sanctuary” in Native 
American and Gullah) several times during 2013. Donations from Kiawah property owners sent 
the Haut Gap Science Team to the Regional Science Bowl, for the first time ever, and they beat out 
13 other middle school teams to win it all! Camp Hope, a summer day camp for at-risk students, 
took place at Haut Gap, and Kiawah Cares partnered with the Kiawah Island Photography Club to 
coordinate a fun, educational day for the campers, complete with a lesson on photography and the 
chance for hands-on practice during a nature walk. 



PARTNER SPOTLIGHTS
LOWCOUNTRY OPEN LAND TRUST

AMERICAN VETERANS OF THE SEA ISLANDS

Angel Oak Park, home to its centuries-old namesake live oak tree, 
is adjacent to 34 acres of land originally slated for more than 600 
residential units and other mixed-use commercial development. In the 
summer of 2013 the Lowcountry Open Land Trust (LOLT) acquired the 
option to purchase 17 of the 34 acres for $3.6 million and permanently 
place them in conservation (referred to as the Angel Oak Preserve). 
LOLT rallied, asking the community for support, and Kiawah Cares 
jumped on board to get the word out. In just a few months, LOLT was 
able to meet their goal, with over $116,000 attributed to Kiawah 
and Seabrook property owners. LOLT then pursued and aquired the 
remaining 17 acres, forever protecting the entire 34 acres. 

Kiawah Cares recognized the need for a unified group to connect 
veterans living on the Sea Islands. We initiated and launched American 
Veterans of the Sea Islands (AVSI) in the summer of 2013. ASVI’s first 
official event took place at the St. John’s High School Homecoming 
Parade. The veterans participated in a community parade, the first 
time any of them had been publically recognized for their service, 
socialized and ate together at a tailgate party, and attended the 
homecoming game where they were publically recognized. A few 
weeks later, the group gathered again to sail with Vets on Deck, 
which provides a means for veterans to achieve a re-connection, re-
socialization and personal growth through sailing.  There is no cost 
for these social outings; it is our humble way of saying thank you. 

COMMUNITY ALLIANCE OF THE SEA ISLANDS

As our network of community partners grew, we  found ourselves often connecting these partners 
together to share resources, achieve their goals and fulfill needs. To provide the community with this 
type of networking on a larger scale, Kiawah Cares launched the Community Alliance of the Sea 
Islands (CASI) in early 2013. CASI is an informal, recurring forum where community nonprofits, 
schools and churches can come together to exchange ideas and resources, discuss challenges and 
share fellowship. Kiawah Cares now participates as a CASI member and meetings are led by a 
different organization each month.



A THANKS TO OUR PARTNERS

BECOME A PARTNER IN 2014
We invite you to partner with Kiawah Cares in 2014. 

Kiawah Cares provides the following support to our partner organizations:
• Sponsorships
• Volunteers
• Assistance with publicity, promotion and marketing
• Support to fill the gap of needed resources
• In-kind support 
 
We match individuals, programs and nonprofits with each other and area businesses to create a 
community that connects, partners and helps one another.

Our partnerships and programs support a variety of social causes, including education, health care, 
hunger, homelessness, farmers, employment opportunities, veterans, senior citizens, environmental 
preservation and more.

To  request assistance from Kiawah Cares, or to learn more, visit kiawahcares.org. 

Kiawah Cares sends a heartfelt thanks to the sponsors and 
partners who helped us make a small difference in the lives 
of thousands of Johns and Wadmalaw island residents, 
including seniors, veterans and children.
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